
ers with the higher yield and 

the lower cost will be some 

of the most profitable. 

Much research has been 

done to determine the opti-

mum time, during the heat 

cycle, to breed the cow. Heat 

detection is still a very im-

portant facet of stockman-

ship, despite assistance 

from technology. Activity 

monitors have really made 

heat detection much easier 

and herdspersons generally 

figure out, pretty quickly, the 

optimum stage at which they 

should breed to    [cont’d over] 

In the February issue, we 

started to look at some of 

the main production effi-

ciencies that affect profit-

ability on dairy farms. 

How well the herd is man-

aged, is the main criteria to 

the level of profitability 

achieved.               

This issue: Breeding 

Ensuring that the cows are 

cycling, prior to the antici-

pated breeding date and 

then getting semen into the 

cow around 60 days, is the 

key to obtaining an accept-

able conception rate. As 
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As 2015 winners, the  Friesen family’s re-

cent success is worthy of acknowledgement.  

In 50 years, this is only the fifth time that a 

dairy producing family has been recognized. 

Their 12 year participation in the MDFMG, 

together with Kathy’s increasing involvement 

on the consulting team, certainly merits a 

mention in our newsletter.  

Ed and Kathy have been  operating Friecrest 

Holsteins for 16 years. They consistently fill 

their 100+ kgs of quota with only 75 milking 

cows and are one of the highest producing 

herds in the group (and in the province). 

Quality forage, cow comfort and  attention to 

detail contribute to their success. 

They also feature in the top five of the prov-

ince’s DHI report for management score. 

Ed has been a DHI board member for nine 

years, five of those  as  chair, also represent-

ing DHI on the Canadian Dairy Network. He 

is a DFM district milk member, 

former president of the Eastern 

Manitoba Holstein Club and 

has worked on Kleefeld Recrea-

tion  Committee projects. 

Kathy is primarily a wife and 

mother, but still works part-

time  in   the   barn; looks  after   
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was discussed in Calving 

Interval, there is a need to 

have an even calving pattern 

to maintain an optimum 

“days in milk” of around 160 

days. Having lots of  “fresh” 

cows in the herd will main-

tain a higher daily herd aver-

age, while milking less cows.  

This will result in higher indi-

vidual lactation yields, more 

effective use of quota and 

more efficient use of both 

the forage and purchased 

grain; ultimately resulting in 

a lower cost per litre. At the 

end of the day, those produc-
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the   bookkeeping  

& record-keeping; 

as well as running 

her own bookkeep-

ing business. (see 

over) She  was the 

treasurer to the 

MB Holstein Branch committee that organ-

ized the National Holstein Canada Convention 

in Brandon in 2012 and was EMHC treasurer 

for 15 years prior to that. 

Ed and Kathy are a deacon couple, actively 

involved in decision-taking in their church. Ed 

is an usher and building chair, being involved 

in the addition to their church building, while 

Kathy is Deacon chair and leads a praise and 

worship band. Music has featured strongly in 

the family, with each of the 4 girls using this 

talent to their advantage.  

They see it as their responsibility to set the 

highest possible standards in their life and in 

their respective businesses and are passing 

on these same values to their girls.  

Their community work also extends to hosting 

school tours, where they and their vet interact 

with the kids on the importance of animal 

welfare. 

Very worthy 50th anniversary year winners!  

In this issue: 
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Red River Ex Farm 

Family 

Consultant’s  

Comments 

Safety Tips 

Production  

Efficiencies cont’d 
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Healthier calves 



ing shocks or “tingles” will 

likely cause the animal not 

to drink or feed properly. 

This can result in reduced 

intake of water and feed and 

therefore, production. Diffi-

culty handling the animals  

will likely occur and urination 

can be in hesitant spurts 

rather than a free flow. 

A company from Quebec has 

specialist knowledge in cor-

recting these occurrences 

and have worked success-

fully on a number of dairy 

farms in our province (and 

even more hog barns). 

MDFMG is planning to use 

this  topic as a discussion 

item in the upcoming win-

ter meeting series. 

Consultant’s comments 

Page 2 Dairynotes 

Are you finding it difficult to 

keep your bookkeeping up to 

date? 

Good bookkeeping is a very 

important part of running a 

successful farming business. 

Whether your farm is big or 

small, we are here to help. 

Specializing in:   

Bookkeeping services 

AgExpert & Field Manager Pro 

setup & training 
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Stray voltage 

During the last year, we have 

seen some producers run-

ning into trouble with “stray 

voltage”. This occurs when 

there is a small voltage dif-

ference between two animal 

contact points. A common 

example might be when the 

animal in the stall touches 

the water bowl. At the com-

pletion of an electrical circuit 

the animal may feel a small 

amount of current flowing 

through the body. The result-

Kathy Friesen ACA 

Dairy Business Consultant 
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Cell    204 371 0984 
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achieve the best conception 

& pregnancy rates.  

Producers should be aiming 

to advance the genetic abil-

ity of the herd to improve 

production & conformation. 

Yes, production is easy to 

understand but, why confor-

mation, some may ask? 

Many cows are milked in 

robot barns nowadays and 

many, many more are 

milked in parlors where, in 

both instances, ease of claw 

attachment is paramount. 

Choosing sires to improve 

the overall herd potential 

does not get any easier! So 

many semen companies 

offering so many bulls!         

It can be very beneficial to 

work with a sire analyst to 

achieve a successful mating 

program for your herd. 

Some of the top herds, glob-

ally, are  adopting different 

strategies to advance the 

genetic ability of their herd 

as fast as possible. To 

achieve this, they may use 

embryo transfer on the elite 

cows; sexed semen from 

selected bulls on heifers and 

the top cows; the poorer ge-

netic animals would then 

receive beef semen. This  

serves to avoid the tempta-

tion of raising heifer calves 

from these animals. 

The producer can then have 

all heifer calves genomically 

tested to determine if there 

are some from which they 

should not be raising a calf. 

Aim for healthier calves 

As a proud dairy farmer, 
you have a million things 
on the go, that continuously 
pull you in every direction. 
As you know, some of 
these things are not quite 
as important as others to 
your bottom line and over-
all happiness. 
However, one important 
area of focus that WILL 
multiply both your bottom 
line and happiness is 
healthy calves that stay 
healthy for their entire 
lives. Building on recent 
calf wellness research from 
Dr Amy Stanton and others, 
we know that heifer calves 
that have an incidence of 
Bovine Respiratory Disease 
(BRD) in their first year of 
life will never live up to 
their full genetic potential. 
This is why we at Zoetis 
developed the CalfStart 
Program: to start the con-
versation between you and 
your veterinarian to make 
sure no calf will be left be-
hind on your farm.   
The result? Happier cattle, 
happier people and health-
ier bottom lines.   
Talk to your veterinarian or 
call Dave Keeley from 
Zooetis at 204-981-5777  
For more information; 
www.CalfStart.ca  

Production efficiencies cont’d —  Breeding 

Safety tips  -  Moving cattle safely    (Also see diagram)  

Cattle really do see things 
differently! They have a pano-
ramic field of vision in excess 
of 300 degrees. Human    
vision, by comparison, is only 
180 degrees. So it is impor-
tant to approach an animal 
from the front or from the 
side. If you step into their 
blind spot, they could be-
come startled.  Deep invasion  

into the flight zone can 
cause the animal to panic. 
This is almost second knowl-
edge for people growing up 
with cattle and handling 
them regularly, but have pa-
tience when training staff in  
cattle handling techniques. 
Knowledge of the finer stock-
manship points is essential 
to completing the job safely. 
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Safety tips  --  Appreciating the 
flight zone of a dairy animal 
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